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Emma is a senior studying advertising and public relations at Loyola 
University of Chicago. She served as the events chair of her university's 
PRSSA chapter. Currently, she is the marketing intern at Walker Sands 
Communications. When she is not interning or  studying, she writes a 
blog featuring Chicago restaurants and lifestyle topics. Post-
graduation, Emma has plans to enter the B2B marketing industry. 

 
The Five Things You Find When Networking:  
 
To many, networking is a necessary evil, but with the right mind set and proper guidelines, a 
networking event can be a gold mine of information. Next time you attend an event, try and 
look for these five things:  
 

1. Job Opportunities: 
As the job seeking market becomes increasingly crowded and competitive, searching for 
a new job may seem less appealing than a trip to the dentist. Why wade into the depths 
of job hungry millennials when you could stay comfortably complacent in your current 
position? Fight the status quo and get out there and network! You are much more likely 
to get a job at a company you’ve been eyeing for years if you know someone on the 
inside, and the best way to make that connection is to network. 
 

2. New Learnings:  
One of my favorite things about networking is the chance to learn something new. It is 
nearly impossible not to when faced with a room full of PR and Marketing brained 
professionals. If you end up at an event with a group of colleagues, make sure to stray 
from your group and chat up new people you’ve never met before. Keep on eye on 
peoples’ nametags, and look out for titles you are unfamiliar with. This is your best 
opportunity to learn about someone else’s take on the industry. Try and leave an event 
with at least one new learning or communications success story and apply it to your 
own career. 
 

3. Infinite Connections:  
While it is highly unlikely you will attend a networking event and have a run in with the 
CEO of McDonalds, the odds are high of meeting someone who knows someone that 
can connect you to someone else. The keyword here is “Networking,” which ironically 
gets over looked when you’re in a dimly lit room trying to keep up with conversation 
while keeping one eye on the passed apps. As you engage in conversation with people, 
ask about their background and previous places they’ve worked. Maybe they just came 
from a company you’ve been dying to get your foot in the door with. As long as you are 
kind and courteous in maintaining your connection, you can easily gain other contacts, 
make more connections and grow your network. 

https://twitter.com/emma_currens


4. New Friends 
I love talking about PR & Marketing. However, my roommate doesn’t appreciate 24/7 
industry chatter. Thankfully, through networking I’ve been able to meet peers with the 
same passion for communications as I have. Maybe you’ll meet someone at an event 
and really hit it off! Even if you both can’t provide immediate career opportunities for 
each other right away, at least you’ve made a new friend, and there is zero harm in that. 
As an added bonus, you always have someone to meet up for coffee or take a lunch 
break with. 
 

5. Mentors 
Going into one of my first networking event I was dead set on acquiring the contacts to 
land myself a summer internship. While I didn’t leave with a new job, I did leave with a 
someone who wanted to mentor me. In the end this has been 100 times more valuable 
than any internship. My mentor gave me the confidence to go out and keep applying for 
internships as well as meaningful insight into the kind of hutzpah is takes to make it in 
PR and Marketing. 


